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CONFIDENTIAL REYKJAVIK 0519 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR IC FRG 

SUBJECT: FISHERIES DISPUTE: SETTLEMENT WITH FRG NOW UNLIKELY 
REF: REYKJAVIK 488, BONN 5541 

FRG DCM FUCHS TOLD EMBOFF APRIL 4 THAT CHANCES FOR SETTLEMENT 
OF FRG-GOI FISHERIES DISPUTE HAD NOW RECEDED BECAUSE HIS GOVT 
HAD "BACKED AWAY" FROM WHAT HAD BEEN INFORMALLY AGREED. 

HE SPECULATED IT HAD BEEN BECAUSE OF DOMESTIC POLITICAL REASONS 
IN FRG. BRITISH AMBASSADOR COMMENTED THAT HOWEVER MUCH BOTH 
FRG AND GOI MIGHT WISH SETTLEMENT AT THIS POINT, IT WOULD SEEM 
DIFFICULT FOR GERMANS TO DEAL WITH THEIR OWN FISHERMEN ON BASIS 
OF HAVING OBTAINED LESS THAN BRITISH GOT FROM ICELANDERS. 
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